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Poll Reveals
Contrasting Race
Views Between
Blacks And Whites

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Soledad O’Brien

BY ALAN KING
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA

WASHINGTON (NNPA) Many expected a new era in
race relations when President
Obama took office, but those
feelings have cooled through
the early part of his term,
a c c o rding to a ne w poll.
About 51 percent of AfricanAmericans and 31 percent of
Caucasians polled in midNovember felt that the country
had entered a new era in race
relations.
By President Barack Obama’s
inauguration in January 2009,
those numbers declined to 44
percent of African-Americans
and 25 percent of whites,
according to a poll conducted
by Essence magazine and
Opinion Research.
Results of the poll were
announced last week in advance
of CNN’s multiplatform Black
in America 2 initiative.
T h e poll of Afric anAmericans and Caucasians

reveals contrasting views on
presidential politics, the economy,
gay rights, abortion and racial
discrimination. It also showed a
softening of optimism for both
races in regards to the effect of
President Obama’s election on
race relations in the U.S.
The CNN program will delve
into these contrasting views,
using the data gathered by the
poll.
“Our partnership with
Essence continues to bring
unique substantive insights to
our programming initiatives,’’
Mark Nelson, vice president
and senior executive produce
for CNN Productions, said in a
statement. “CNN is very pleased
to once again collaborate with
Essence Communications and
Opinion Research Corporation
in support of Black in
America 2.’’
Moderated by CNN anchor
and special correspon-

RACE

continued on pg. 7

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO
THE CHALLENGER

Gussie Bell Shelby celebrates her 100th birthday

ST. PETERSBURG - To
celebrate a Milestone of 100
years on the planet, family and
friends gathered at the Enoch
Davis Center Monday, July 6 to
honor Mrs. Gussie Bell Shelby’s
birthday. The gala was attended
by both high political figures as
well as neighbors and friends
whose lives have been touched

by Shelby.
“Mom likes to give free
Pepsi Colas to anyone, including
strangers,” the Rev. Alvin Miller
stated. It was just a few days
past, when I had to ask a guy I
have seen in the community, but
I don’t know personally, to leave
my mother’s home, after she
allowed him in for a Pepsi, with
her purse laying in plain sight.
She loves everybody, which can
be dangerous at times. However,
she also likes to feed the birds,

cats and dogs,” Alvin added.
In addition, Shelby has
raised two sets of siblings, one
family of four siblings while
living in Washington, DC and
she has two-living sons from the
second set of siblings living in
St. Petersburg. Rev. Miller and
brother Raymond Howard reside
in St. Petersburg and look after
Shelby. Miller added that Shelby
technically lives alone, but there
is a relative who lives on the
premises and serves as an unoffi-

cial security guard. Shelby can
often be found cooking her own
meals, painting white fences and
keeping her yards (both front and
back) raked.
Politicians expressed their
congratulations to Shelby with
both personal appearances
and co r r e s p o n d e n c e s . U . S .
Congressmen Bill Young and US
Senator Bill Nelson had a representative present Shelby with an
American Flag and letter,
Governor Charlie Christ sent a
letter, State Representative
Darrell Rouson sent a letter and
Mayor Rick Baker attended and
presented a proclamation to
S h e l b y. T h e R e v. F r a n k
Peterman brought greetings from
the Florida Department of
Juvenile Justice and City
Councilmans Wengay Newton,
Jamie Bennett and Bill Dudley
all attended.
“I never knew being 100 felt
so good,” Shelby kept repeating
throughout the celebration,
which included music by The
Alumnette Singers, Richard
Conage and Henry Ashwood Jr.
Shelby performed a celebratory
dance to one of Ashwood’s Jazz
numbers, while being showered
with flowers, decorations, gifts
and catered foods. Provided by
Mr. and Mrs. (Veronica)
Norfleet, Alvina Miller, Rev.
Alvin and Esther Miller, Watson
Haynes and a host of other
family members and devoted
friends. Happy Birthday to Mrs.
Shelby and may you have many
more, from the staff and your
friends at the Weekly Challenger.
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The latest statistics show
that historically black colleges
and universities (HBCUs) such
as FAMU remain critical to
closing the racial earning gap in
America.
According to the United
Negro College Fund, HBCUs
make up only three percent of
American institutions of higher
learning, but award about 20
percent of the baccalaureates to
go to blacks.
Data compiled by the
Journal of Blacks in Higher
Education shows that a fouryear college degree not only
increases the earning potential
of black Americans but almost
completely closes the economic
gap between black and white
citizens who are equally credentialed.

The U.S. Bureau of the
Census reports that blacks gain
a vastly different value from a
four-year college degree when
compared with varying levels of
educational achievement.
Blacks with an associate’s
degree or two year community
college degree improve their
incomes by only 41 percent
over blacks with only a high
school diploma. Yet blacks with
a bachelor’s degree, or fouryear college degree, improve
their incomes by 99.5 percent
over that of blacks with high
school diplomas alone.
More work is needed,
though, in order to increase the
number of college-educated
black males.
Black women are now
earning college degrees at twice

the rate of their black male
counterparts. In fact, the
number of black women earning
bachelor’s degrees has increased by
55 percent since the 1970s
compared with an increase of
only 20 percent in black males.

The gender gap is even
sharper in the areas of law and
medicine. In those two fields
black women have earned 21.9
percent more degrees since the
1970s, while only black men
only earned five percent more.
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OPINIONS

COMMUNITY NEWS

A Tale Of 3 Deaths: Michael,
McNair And Bubba

The Pregnancy Center Is
Now The Next STEPP

BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST

In the span of one
week, there was endless international coverage of Michael
Ja c k son’s death, na tional
coverage of the murder of
former NFL quarterback Steve
McNair. But there was no
c o v e rage, beyond a loca l
obituary, of Elner Colvin.
Never heard of Elner
Colvin? I’m not surprised. He
was a classmate and football
teammate at Druid High
School in Tuscaloosa, Ala.
After graduating from
Tuskegee University, he was a
high school teacher in
Montgomery. Although the
public was deluged with news
reports on Michael Jackson
and Steve McNair, it was the
death of Elner, whom we
called Bubba that had the most
significance to me.
Someone defined celebrity
as a person who is well known
for being well known. We live
in a celebrity driven society.
And sometimes that hype can
reach such levels that we lose
touch with the things that
really matter in life.
When I first learned about
Michael’s death through a text
message, I thought it was a
joke. So, I replied asking: “Is
this another Michael Jackson
joke?” After I was assured that
it wasn’t, I clicked on the TV
and witnessed the saturated
coverage that was still growing
strong through his public
viewing Tuesday in Los
Angeles.
Like many of my generation, I saw Michael grow from
a child phenom to an international megastar. Without a
doubt, he is one of the most
talented entertainers that the
world has ever seen. While I
deeply admired his talent and
some of his charitable contributions, I had a deepening
concern about his continuing
to disfigure himself as his
moon walked toward
whiteness. I know that it’s not
polite to speak ill of the dead.
But it’s not right to avoid the
truth simply because someone
is dead. I am not saying
anything that I didn’t say while
he was alive, so get over it.
In fact, I wrote a column in
June 2005, shortly after his
acquittal on child molestation
charges: “When he comes

down from his tree house,
Michael Jackson at the age of
46, sees nothing wrong with
sleeping in a bed with young
boys. No matter how you slice
it, that’s sick.”
As I mentioned in the
column, lifelong civil rights
activist Thomas N. Todd who
reminded me that although
Michael liked to sing that it
doesn’t matter whether you’re
black or white, it was clear
from his appearance that he
wasn’t taking any chances.
As for Steve McNair, it
was tough to see him go out
like that. During most of my
young life, black quarterbacks
were not allowed to play that
position in the pros and there
was an unwritten rule that they
could not play QB at many
major colleges. The rap supposedly was that AfricanAmericans could not play
“thinking positions,” such as
quarterback and middle linebacker. I always found that
curious. We always had black
football teams in high school
during the days of segregation
and I’m here to tell you that we
played with 11 men on offense
and 11 on defense. If we could
play the “thinking positions”
against one another, we could
play against anyone else. That
was just another example of
how illogical racism was and
is.
As a high school and
college quarterback, I always
followed the exploits of the
few who broke that barrier.
Though I didn’t admire
McNair as much as I respected
Sandy Stephens of Minnesota
or Jim Harris and later, Doug
Williams, of Grambling, I
applauded when he was
selected in the first round by
the Houston Oilers, before
they moved to Nashville and
McNair ended his career in
Baltimore.
As this column goes to
press, there are still unanswe re d quest i o n s ab o u t
McNair ’s ho m i ci d e an d
whether his 20-year-old girlfriend shot him four times,
including twice in the head,
before turning the weapon on
herself. This is a real mess,
especially since no one has
been able to find any divorce
papers.
Back to my friend Elner
Colvin. Bubba made as significant a contribution to youth as

Michael Jackson

Steve McNair

a high school teacher as either
Michael did through his music
or McNair on the gridiron. Day
in and day out, teachers impact
generations of students who go
on to success. Yet, they are
routinely undervalued.
Another reason Bubba’s
death had a larger impact on
me was how he died. Although
results from all of the tests are
not in, it is believed that
Michael died of heart failure
an d t h ere are q u es t i o n s
whether it was induced by the
inappropriate use of powerful
drugs. But my friend Elner
underwent gallstone surgery in
a Birmingham hospital. After
recovering, he suffered a heart
attack and died in the hospital.
Tw e l v e y e a r s a g o , I
underwent triple-bypass
surgery. Without that I too may
have joined close friends, all
under 60 years old at the time,
who have died from heart
attacks. Two first grade classmates who grew up with me in
the housing projects - Reginald
Henderson and James Calvin
Brown - died of heart attacks.
Now, Bubba.
Sure, the deaths of Michael
and Air McNair are significant.
But they don’t come close to
the loss of Bubba, Reginald,
and Calvin.

It is the only Back-To-School advertising supplement
targeted to African-Americans! This Special Edition will be published
Thursday, August 13, 2009 in partnership with the Pinellas County
Urban League and Pinellas County Schools. It will feature
a “Parenting Tool Kit” with valuable information every family needs.

ST. PETERSBURG - The St.
Petersburg Pregnancy Center, Inc.,
a valuable community partner
since 1994, will begin doing
business as The Next STEPP
Center effective Aug. 2009. For 15
years the center has served what is
now the Midtown area of St.
Petersburg offering physical,
emotional and spiritual support to
women and teens facing unplanned
pregnancies, difficult pregnancy or
parenting difficulties. The center is
a non-profit faith-based organization which serves over 1400
women and families annually.
The new name STEPP
standing for Services to Those
Experiencing Pregnancy or
Parenting - reflects the center’s
commitment to help women and
families struggling with challenges
caused by teen pregnancy, absent
fathers and other family crisis, to
take the next step.
According to the center’s
executive
director,
Carole
Alexander, the African-American
community is being devastated by
the effects of these issues in our
community. “The effects of fatherlessness, in particular, cannot be
ignored any longer. We have to
work at changing the mindset that
says fathers are not necessary in
our homes and families.”
On Sunday, July 12, at 4 p.m.,
the St. Petersburg Pregnancy
Center will introduce its new name
and logo to the community at a
Cel e br a t i on of Li f e Wor s hi p
service. The service will be held at
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church, 3455 26th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg. where the Rev. Dr.
Rickey L. Houston is pastor. Mrs.
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Carole Alexander

Alexander will be the featured
speaker and will share, from a
biblical perspective, the various
issues that negatively impact our
families. Special music will be
provided by Pastor Wes Joyner of
Road to Damascus Ministries. The
entire community is invited to
attend this Celebration of Life
which will be informative as well

as uplifting.
The St. Petersburg Pregnancy
Center is located at 1210 22nd St.
S , St . Pe t e r s burg Fl , 33712.
Telephone 727-896-9119; email:
pcenter1@msn.com; website:
w w w. p r e g n a n c y s t p e t e . c o m .
Contact Carole Alexander for more
information.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

Ask for Mike Hughes
Your New and Pre-owned Specialist

’09 CTS
389 a month

$

(+ tax)

48 month lease / 12K year
$
3,262 due at signing
(with approved credit)

Call 800-787-9713

Dimmitt
25191 U.S. Highway 19 N.
Clearwater, Florida 33763

Stock No. CT09345T

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
Dr. Deborah C. Flanagan

Your
Family
Vision
Center

Optometric Physician

SUMMER SPECIALS
Student Eye Exam $65
Student ID Required. Expires 9/11/09
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

Reserve your space by Thursday, August 6, 2009 by calling 727-896-2922
or email: advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Ad copy deadline Monday, August 10, 2009.

1 FREE Box of ACUVUE
Contact Lenses with purchase of Exam and Fitting.
Student ID Required. Expires 9/11/09
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

$99 2 Pair of Eyeglasses

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

SINGLE VISION, PLASTIC LENSES & FRAMES.
Student ID Required. Expires 9/11/09
Excluding Insurances & other discounts.

Conveniently Located
3160 - 5th Avenue North, Suite 107

727-321-6600
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COMMUNITY NEWS
OUT & ABOUT

W/STEVE

How Will You Be
Remembered?

How will you be remembered after you
die? What will people say about you? What
impact did you make on the lives of others? I
was sitting in a hotel lobby doing some work
on the computer when a flash came over the
TV saying it was rumored that pop star,
Michael Jackson was in critical condition at a
hospital in Los Angeles. I stopped for a
moment to listen, and then said, “Oh he will be
all right.” Moments later, the news said that he
was dead. I sat in disbelief and near numb to
this news. As I sat intently glued to the television, the crowd in the hotel began to be mesmerized as well and gathered around the television. Actually, I was hoping this news was
not true. At that moment, people began to talk
as the media expounded on the death of Icon
Michael Jackson. Many of the comments were
positive, but some were negative. I then began
to reflect on the tremendous indelible impact
this man made on the world—undisputedly
the “King of Pop”. I thought about being a
little boy and watching and listening to this
vivacious child prodigy ignite the stage with
his child like voice that possessed and evoked
such power. I reflected on how proud it made
me to see five African-American brothers, in
my mind, really make it.
Michael Jackson was born August 29,
1958 in Gary Indiana. He was the seventh of
nine children. Michael commenced his

singing career with his brothers known as the
Jackson Five. Jackson launched his solo career
at the age of 13 while still singing with his
brothers. He made the chart in 1971 with solo
“Got to be There”. During his career, Michael
received numerous Grammys, music awards,
and other honors. He had many hits—those
more noted are his albums “Off the Wall,” and
“Triumph.” Michael Jackson changed the pop
music culture and his music crossed all
barriers. His music touched all races, genders,
and ages unlike any artist of his time. There is
a song that says, “If I can help somebody as I
pass along, if I can show somebody they are
traveling wrong, if I can cheer somebody with
a word or song, then my living shall not be in
vain.”
Michael Jackson was an icon and provided
hope and belief to millions. The world has
suffered a great loss; however, the impact his
music made will live on forever. We are all
challenged to do all we can to help and
encourage others. We should strive to live a
life that makes a positive impact. How will we
be remembered when we are gone? What will
people say about us? What impact have we
made on the lives of others? We salute the
music life of Michael Jackson, and we know
that his living was not been in vain! I hope you
have enjoyed your time with me, and thank
you for being OUT&ABOUT W/Steve.

New Book: ‘Lil’ Colored Rascals
In The Sunshine City’
By Prof. Archie Boston

Lil’ Colored Rascals in the
Sunshine City is based on a true
story. This story is about a mischievous and roguish fat-mouth
kid, Flea Parrot, and the place
where he grew up, in Robinson
Court, a housing project in
“The Sunshine City”, Saint
Petersburg, Florida, from 1948
to 1958.
Flea’s childhood story will
provide an interesting, and
sometimes enjoyable perspective of ghetto life. He tells about
how he had fun and played
games in the Colored section of
a retirement Mecca. Flea Parrot
was a real rapscallion. Flea’s
younger siblings were often the
objects of his mischief.
The Colored folk’s section
was on the south side of the
City. The Colored folks called
the city, "The ‘Burg." Robinson
Court was called “The Neck”.

Flea’s world was the Colored
section on the south side in The
Neck. There was pain and
suffering in The Neck, but the
good times far exceeded the
bad. This story also showed
how the Colored community
embraced the various characters, and the emotionally
disturbed in The Neck.
The Author, Flea Parrot,
stated that the nicknames of the
characters were authentic. His
best friend was Coon Possum,
and his older brothers were
Ban-David and Barber. Barber’s
best friend was Billy-BillyGoat-Goat. Flea’s three younger
siblings were Pumpkin,
Dumpling, and Ant.
This book is for mothers
and fathers of young preteenage children of all races.
Particularly for parents having a
difficult time understanding

Cover of “Lil’ Colored Rascals
in the Sunshine City”
by Archie Boston

why their son or daughter
behaves a certain way. Flea was
as mischievous as a kid could
be, a real rascal, and he turned
out all right. For more information visit www.archbosgd.com.

Helpful Advice
To Avoid Foreclosure

A lot is happening in the
current housing market with foreclosures, refinancing and government programs. At times, it can be
confusing. Many people have
started the foreclosure process with
their lender and may need additional assistance on the process
including available resources.
The Department of Housing
and Urban Development is an

excellent resource and has helpful
information on its website.
Residents who are working with a
lender and need additional assistance are encouraged to go to the
website at www.hud.gov/foreclosure/workingwithlenders.cfm
“The information on this
website is excellent for those with
FHA, VA or conventional loans.
We are trying to help get informa-

tion on sites like this to the public to
keep them informed and we hope
to help them keep their homes,”
said Karmen Lemberg, Pinellas
County Community Development.
Information on this website is
useful for those just starting the
foreclosure process too.
For information call (727)
464-8210, or visit www.pinellascounty.org/community.

Summer Swim Lessons

ST. PETERSBURG - All
city of St. Petersburg pools are
open for summer and swim
lessons. Register for the next
session of swim lessons at all
City of St. Petersburg pools
Thursday, July 16 at 7:30 a.m. for
morning swim lessons and 5:30
p.m. for evening lessons. Classes
include: swim lessons from
Level One Water Exploration to

Level Six Advanced Skills;
Parent/Child age six months to
three years; 1/2 Hour Private
Swim Lessons. Sessions last two
weeks in duration. Classes are
Monday through Thursday - 40
minutes per class. Cost per
session: $30 - residents, $48 nonresidents.
Reduced rates are also
available for residents with

Medicaid, food stamp cards or
public school free and reduced
lunch status forms. Resident or
Non-resident registration card is
required for registration. The
final lesson registration for the
summer will be July 30.
For more information please
contact 893-7732 or 893-7441
or for pool locations see
www.stpete.org/recreation.

INTENT TO FILE
FICTITIOUS NAME

F & B Drugs INC.
Located at 1311 22nd Street South
St.Petersburg, FL 33712

Is registering with the Secretary of State
in intent to file a fictitious name,
D.B.A. TRILLION ENTERPRISES, an
incorporate organized under the laws of the
state of Florida September 22, 2006.

In accordance with the Florida Fictitious
name statue, Florida statues section
865.09 required that a person engaged
in business under a trade name do the
following if the trade name was not the
proper name or called name of the person:
PUBLISH ONCE A WEEK FOR FOUR
WEEKS IN A NEWSPAPER IN COUNTY
IN WHICH THE PINCIPLE PLACE OF
BUSINESS WAS LOCATED NOTICE
OF INTENTION TO REGISTOR THE
FICTITIOUS NAME.

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Wealth Building
By: Cherin L. Stover

As discussed in the June column, it is essential to know the importance of a credit history. The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
(FDIC)’s Money Smart curriculum includes a section called “To Your
Credit” which is designed to help consumers understand credit history
and how to use knowledge of credit so that consumers are in control of
their finances. Previously reviewed was identifying a credit report and
how it is used. Today we’ll focus on getting a copy of your credit report
and learning to read a credit report.
Ordering a copy of your credit report: You can get a copy of your
credit report by contacting any or all of the three major credit reporting
agencies: Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion. You might want to get
copies of your report from each agency. Each agency might have slightly
different information since lenders might not report to all three agencies.
Depending on the company, you can request your credit report over the
phone, in writing, or through the Internet. Be sure to call the credit
reporting agencies or look up information on the Internet to verify
specific requirements needed to get your credit report.
If you plan to request your credit report through the mail, call the
credit reporting agency’s toll free number in case their address has
changed. You should also check whether you will have to pay a fee to get
your credit report. In most states, the charge is generally $10 or less.
However, in some states there is no charge.
When Your Credit Report is Free: Reporting agencies generally
provide a free copy of your credit report if you: have been denied credit
recently based on your credit history, have been denied employment or
insurance recently based on your credit history, suspect someone has
been fraudulently using your account, are unemployed and intend to
apply for employment within 60 days, receive public welfare assistance,
or live in certain states.
Information You Need to Provide: You will usually need to provide
the following information: full name, including Jr., Sr., or II, Social
Security number, current and previous addresses within the last five
years, birth date, signature, and telephone number. There may be additional information required. Remember to verify what information is
needed with the credit reporting agency before requesting your report.
Reading a Credit Report: If you write for a copy of your credit report
and receive it in the mail, the report will list certain items. The first
section is “Personal Identification Information” which includes your
name, current and previous addresses, Social Security number, date of
birth, and other identifying information reported by creditors. The
second section is “Public Record Information” which contains information from local, state, and federal courts. For example, a public record
item might include a lien or a bankruptcy.
The next section, “Collection Agency Account Information,” shows
your credit history including accounts that creditors have turned over to
a collection agency. If the collection account was paid, that will be

To Your Credit Understanding The
Importance Of
A Credit History

reflected in the credit report. “Credit Account Information” contains
both open and closed accounts. There is a column that lists the creditor
reporting the information. For example, the lender can be a store, bank,
hospital, auto finance company, etc. Another column lists the account
number reported by the creditor. An additional column shows who is
responsible for the account. Many different types of accounts are listed.
You will generally see a “J” for “Joint” or an “I” for “Individual” on
most credit reports. “Joint” means you own the account with another
person, and “Individual” means you own the account on your own.
There is a column that shows the month and year the creditor opened
the account, a column for the number of months the account payment
history has been reported, a column for the date of the last payment,
change, or occurrence. The next column shows the highest amount
charged or the credit limit followed by a column for the number of
installments or monthly payments, and then a column that shows the
amount owed as of the date reported. The next column will indicate if
there is an amount past due as of the date reported and will show the
amount past due.
An additional column refers to the status of the account and the
timeliness of payment. The status is “O” for open, “R” for revolving, and
“I” for installment. The timeliness of payments is numbered zero
through nine. A zero means the account is too new to rate. A one means
the account is paid as agreed. A two means the account is 30 or more
days past due, a three means it is 60 or more days past due, and so on.
The next column shows the date the account was last updated. The
Inquiries section lists companies that requested your credit file. For
example, if someone disputes an item on a credit report, a credit bureau
would pull the account to research the question in dispute. The bureau
inquiry would show up on the credit report but would not count against
the person in a credit score.
As discussed there are three major credit agencies. Each agency has
a different format for its credit reports. However, they contain basically
the same information. A credit report from one agency may look exactly
like the example given above, another may use a different format but
with the same information.
Future articles will discuss how to build and repair your credit
history using the FDIC Money Smart curriculum as a reference.
For information about FDIC Money Smart classes, please call the
James B. Sanderlin Center at 727-321-9444.
The Wealth Building Coalition of Pinellas County promotes
community awareness of the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and free
tax preparation for working families and individuals. Its mission is to
promote and expand economic and asset-building opportunities for low
and moderate income households throughout Pinellas County. The
Wealth Building Coalition is supported by JWB Children’s Services
Council and The Weekly Challenger.

CLASSIFIED
CALL LARRY

before an auto accident to make sure you and
your family get paid for injuries. We make
sure you have the best coverages so you don’t
have to ask the other guy.

Larry E. Walker, Agent

727-393-4617

larry.e.walker.bxex@statefarm.com

AUTO • MOTORCYCLE • RV • TRUCK • LIFE • HEALTH • HOME

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

Events Organizers Incorporated
CORPORATE / PRIVATE PLANNING
Award Ceremonies • Banquets
Family Reunions • Fund Raisers
Grand Openings • Meetings • Parties • Seminars

CALL 727-542-0976
events.orgnzrs@gte.net
Tammye Moore • Event Planner

Reacon Computers of Florida
Raymond Tampa
REALTOR®
Tropical Realty
2331 4th Street N., St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Ofc 727 822-8686 Fax 727 895-3221
Cell 727 520-4787 rtampa001@tampabay.rr.com
RTampa.prudentialtropical.com
An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

CLASSIFIED
ADS WORK!!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

On-Site System Service
Home or Office

727-864-1320

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Thursday, July 9 - City Budget Hearing, City Hall,
Council Chambers, 175 5th St. N. 6 p.m. The proposed
2010 St. Petersburg city budget and any proposed
reductions will be heard at this forum meeting. Council
members will hear public input on next year's projected
spending plan, which includes an anticipated $15-20
million general fund shortfall and additional budget
reductions. The forum will be televised live on St. Pete
TV, Channel 35; Knology cable channel 15; Brighthouse
cable channel 615 or Verizon FiOs channel 20. For more
information on the city budget or the public forums, visit
www.stpete.org/budget or contact the City Clerk. 727893-7448.
Friday, July 10 - St. Pete Shuffle, Shuffleboard Courts,
559 Mirror Lake Dr. N. 7 to 11 p.m. A hip twist on an old
game. www.stpeteshuffle.com or 727-822-2083.

Saturday, July 11 - 6th Annual Mid-Summer Coastal
Clean-up, Entrance to Fort De Soto Boat Ramp. 9 a.m.
The annual Mid-Summer Coastal Cleanup is held at Ft.
De Soto and is conducted in partnership with Tampa Bay
Watch. Wear closed toe shoes, hat and sunscreen.
www.keeppinellasbeautiful.org or 727-533-0402.

Saturday, July 11 - Nature's Elements, Boyd Hill Nature
Preserve, 1101 Country Club Way S. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. For ages 4 to 7, an adventure with Damon "Chep"
Chepren. Children will learn about butterflies, plants,
gopher tortoises, and many other species.
www.stpete.org/boyd or 727-893-7326.

Saturday, July 11 - Horticulture Workshop: Creating
Saddlebag Planters, Sunken Gardens, 1825 4th St. N.
11:30 a.m. www.sunkengardens.org or 727-551-3100.

Sunday, July 12 - Music Fest on the Water. "Robert
Harris Group", The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 1 to 4 p.m.
Relax by the water and enjoy the melodies of local
musicians. www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.

WE WANT
TO HEAR
FROM
YOU!
Send Notices Or Information
About Future
Community Events To
editor@theweeklychallenger.com

Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.
5201 Central Ave.
Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

727-865-6501 (Emergency Service Calls)

727-321-7880

• System Tuning - Virus & Spyware Removal
• Trouble Shoot Windows and Software Problems
• Business Networks Installed and Maintained

$25.00 OFF ANY ONE OF THESE SERVICES

DEMONS REMOVED UPON REQUEST

BARGAIN FOR GOOD TENANT
1. 2 bedroom / 1 bath
2. NEW Paint
3. $550.00 mo. including water
4. Located near bus routes, park, shopping and Enoch Davis Center
5. Other apartments available

PHONE 727-367-3684

*White Fillings*
*Sedation Dentistry*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Implants*
*Extractions*

*Dentures/Partials*
*Root Canals*
*Gum Treatment*
*Crowns & Bridges*
* Veneers*

$99 New Patient Special: Includes Comprehensive Exam,
Full mouth X-Rays, Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer
Screening, Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE
USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.
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CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Ice Cream Social for
Seniors with presentation
on the Truth About
Reverse Mortgages

Thursday, July 16, 2 p.m., Bethel
Community Baptist Church, 2901
54th Ave, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
This an ice cream social with an edu-

cational seminar open to the public
but especially for seniors and their
family members giving them the true
facts about reverse mortgages.
Covered topics include the effects of
recent market changes, the advantages and disadvantages, when a
reverse mortgage is not the answer,
the future of FHA & federally insured
reverse mortgages and the new quali-

fication rules that occurred with the
recent stimulus package. Literature
and information will be available
from the National Council on Aging
and the National Council on Aging in
Place. The program will be presented
by Certified Reverse Mortgage
Experts. For additional information,
please call Donna Moore at 727-8313416.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

Catherine B. Benton

Essie Mae Dean

Willie Roy Ellis

Catherine B. Benton was
born October 3, 1917 in
Jacksonville, FL to David L.
Brewer, Sr. and Zola Redden. She
departed this life June 29, 2009.
Those left to cherish her
memories include: daughter,
Alvena Benton-Rahming, son-inl a w, Kenneth Rah min g J r. ,
nephew, David L. Brewer III,
sister-in-law, Mildred Brewer;
three grandsons, Kenneth Avamin
(Lumpy), Kendon Alvie-Antonio
and Kendle Alexander Rahming.

Born on May 15, 1918 to the
late Reverend Casey and Viola
Robinson Sims in Hampton, FL
(Bradford County)
Those left to cherish her
memories include, sister, Queen
P o w ell; s o n s, L o ri n D o rs e y
(Cora), Marshall Dorsey (Mary_
and Lt. Col. (ret) Will Dean
( D an ell) ; d au g h t e r-i n -l a ws ,
Merceda Dorsey, Sharon Dorsey
Robinson and Lottie Dorsey; 29
grandchildren, 44 great grandchildren and several great great
grandchildren and a host of other
loving relatives and friends.

Willie Roy Ellis was born
August 12, 1925 in Macon, GA to
Willie and Lela McKenzie. He
departed this life June 28, 2009.
Those left to cherish his
memories include: six daughters,
Leila Jerido, Christine
Williamson, Catherine Austin,
Cora Mae, Joann and Linda Ellis;
fo u r s o n s , L e o n a rd J a m e s ,
Crystal, Peaches and John Ellis;
and a host of grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
Etymology of Liberty – From the
old French (circa 1375), “liberté”
means “freedom;” from the Latin
“libertatem” we get “freedom,
condition of a freeman;” also from
Latin, “liber” means “free.” “To take
liberties” means “go beyond the
bounds of propriety” (1625). The
“sense of ‘privileges’ led to the sense
of ‘a person’s private land’ (1455),
which yielded” to a sense of place in

eighteenth century England and in
America of “‘a district within a
county but having its own justice of
the peace,’ and also ‘a district
adjacent to a city and in some degree
under its municipal jurisdiction’” (for
example, the Northern Liberties of
Philadelphia would operate under the
jurisdiction of Philadelphia).
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial

welcome to each of you.
Weekly Activities
Weekly Meditation on WRXB @
6:45 a.m. Tune in to hear Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr.
Wednesday Noon Day Bible
Study; 6:30 p.m. Intercessory Prayer;
7 Evening Bible Study
Please visit our website at
w w w. f m b c t h e s h i p . o rg / E : M a i l :
Contact us at fmbc3300@verizon.net
Phone: 727-906-8300

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church
“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
C.AR.E. (Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts)
C.A.R.E. is a faith based support
group for substance abuse. It merges
practical wisdom, with effective ways
to master the traditional 12-step
program, which also acknowledges
the Lord Jesus Christ as the first

a n d f o r e m o s t h i g h e s t p o w e r.
Meetings are held every Tuesday
evening at 6 at 1906 at 9th Ave. S. The
t hi r d Tuesday of each m ont h i s
earmarked to assist young adults (1625) on their personal road to recovery.
FMI call Rev. Keith or Jewel Murphy
894-2595
MID-WEEK DEVOTION
The community is invited to join
us for Mid-Week Devotion held every
Wednesday, from Noon to 12:30, in
the main sanctuary.

BIBLE STUDY
Everyone is welcome, as we learn
the word of God, during our evening
Bible
Study. Rejoice in our evening
Prayer Meeting from 6-6:30 p.m.,
followed by our dynamic Bible Study
6:30-7:30. Every Wednesday evening.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Phone: 727-894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT,
ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to study and
worship with us whenever our doors
are open. See the ad for times of
worship.
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.
(Prayer + Understanding =
Spiritual Healing)

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

www.theweeklychallenger.com

(For further information, call 727896-5228)
July 13 - 17 WCBA Congress of
Christian Ed.
First Baptist of College Hill,
Tampa
July 18 Annual Church Picnic,
Lake Vista Recreation and Park, 11
a.m. – 3 p.m.
“We fall into temptation when we
don’t stand against it.”

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

Serving the community since 1950

“It’s all taken care of”

Prayer Service and Bible Study
are held Wednesday evenings. Prayer
begins at 6:30 and Bible Study begins
at 7:30. You are invited to study the
Word of God with us. The Adult
classes for the 3rd quarter will
complete the study in Proverbs. Youth
Bible Study: “What’s Up With The
Word”
UPCOMING EVENTS
“GO TELL IT”

Pastor Annie Mae
Jackson

Pastor Annie Mae Jackson
was born July 30, 1927 in Delray
Beach, FL to Joe and late Eddie
Lee Flowers. She departed this
life June 26, 2009.
Those left to cherish her
memories include: daughter,
Eddie Lee Jackson; three sons,
C o rn e l i u s J a c k s o n , Arn o l d
J a c k s o n (Yv e t t e ) a n d C ra i g
Johnson; stepmother, Leatrice
Jones; 10 brothers and sister, 16
grandchildren, 33 great-grandchildren; two great-great-grandchildren and a host of nieces and
nephews.
CREAL FUNERAL HOME

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Upcoming Events for July 2009
J u l y 6 - 1 0 Va c a t i o n B i b l e
School:”The Jesus Chronicles”
July 19 Church Outing to New
Congregation Church for Men of St.
Mark only- “Men in Black” Program at
3:00 p.m.
July 20-24 State Convention and
Youth Congress in Lakeland.
Coming in August 2009

August 14-15
2009 Wom en’s Conf er ence“Perfecting the Sisterhood through
Partnership”
Keynote Speaker Reverend Brian
K. Brown: Presenting the Gospel
According to the Color Purple. We are
inviting the community at large to join
us for this spirit-filled event. Contact
the church office at 727-321-6631 for
further details
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children ever Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:306:00 p.m. Homework help and reading
tutors available.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6:-7:30 p.m. all
Ages: Reading Specialist; Free
computer class for children and youth.
In addition, there is tutorial assistance
for Math (Algebra and Geometry) and
Senior Focus for all High School
Seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance
with college applications, essay and
financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for classes for elementary
students on Monday (6-8:00 p.m.),
Tuesday and Thursday (5-6:00 p.m.)
and Wednesday (5-6:00 p.m. and 6:307:30 p.m.) evenings.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.

The Weekly Challenger

SPRING RATE
REDUCTION
*Home Delivery & Bulk Mail Subscription Cost: $25 for 6 month or $50 yearly
$
$
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: 40 for 6 month or 80 yearly
SPECIAL!

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________
Phone No:________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________
New Subscription ❏

(or)

Renewal ❏

Date: _______________ Amount Paid: $__________________ Cash ❏

Check ❏

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568
*HOME DELIVERY IN SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS ONLY
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“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Robert Henry Lawrence, Jr.

Check It Out …
A Duke Ellington Coin!
Last week, I received some
great news about jazz icon
Duke Ellington. It seems the
Duke’s image is now on his
o w n c oin. Yup! You re ad
correctly. Released last month,
Duke Ellington’s image is now
appearing on the U.S. Mint’s
line of state-themed quarters.
He is the first AfricanAmerican to appear solo and
the second African-American to
be featured on a United States
coin intended for everyday circulation. The first AfricanAmerican on a circulating coin
was named “York”, a slave who
was depicted on a Missouri
quarter alongside explorers
Lewis and Clark. Also, not that
there have been other AfricanAmericans on commemorative
coins.
The Ellington coin was
introduced at the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of American
History located on the National
Mall in Washington, D.C. At
the event, the Duke Ellington
H i g h School J azz B a nd
performed to celebrate the new
commemorative quarter with
Ellington’s image on one side.
It is reported that members
of Ellington’s family were in
the audience at the grand celebration. This was not unusual,
in as much as the Duke and his
family were originally from
Washington, Duke was born

Edward Kennedy Ellington and
attended Washington, schools
and lived in Washington, most of
his young adult life. As a matter
of fact, to achieve the honor,
Ellington had to garner the
majority number of votes from
residents. He was able to win
over such distinguished AfricanAmerican giants as abolitionist
and statesman Frederick Douglass,
and astronomer and inventor
Benjamin Bannecker.
It’s not as if the Duke has
never received any awards. In
fact, he was the winner of so
many awards and recognition
on so many national and international jazz polls that he lost
count. In as much as the
Grammys are concerned, he
won 13 of them. That’s not so
surprising considering he’s
credited for composing more
than 3,000 songs. “Take the A
Train” which was jointly
composed by the Duke and his
partner Billy Strayhorn, is considered to be the one tune that’s
requested mostly.
Ellington earned the special
title of “Duke” because of his
debonair and elegant style that
characterized everything about
him. Elegant in dress, he was
the epitome of sophistication
and charm. In some jazz circles,
Duke is considered to be the
greatest contemporary
American composer of the 20th

Century, and the most creative.
My research about the Duke
uncovered this beautiful
description of him and his band
“The Duke used his orchestra as
an instrumental paint box.”
When I first started listening to
Duke’s band he had such
swingsters as Tricky Sam
Nanton, Harry Carney, Cootie
Williams, Johnny Hodges, Ben
Webster, Jimmy Blanton, Paul
Gonsalves, Ray Nance, and Cat
Anderson. You couldn’t beat a
lineup such as this one.
Duke wrote an autobiography entitled “Music Is My
Mistress”, and in it stated
“Music is my mistress and she
doesn’t play second fiddle to
anyone.” You may also
remember that he was famous
for saying “Love you, madly.”
Start looking out for the
Duke’s quarters, I bet they’re
real “cool.”
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans - do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website
at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aolcom. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

Local Vocalist
Featured In Live Concert
Christ Like Ministries
presents “Born to Praise” a
live concert featuring local
gospel singer, Patricia Morgan.
Patricia, better known as
“Pat”, is a life long resident of
St. Petersburg, having attended
local schools and graduating
from Gibbs High School in
1966.
All of Pat’s life has been
devoted to singing and
praising God. She feels very
strongly that she was “Born to

Praise,”, and that’s what she
does everywhere she goes. In
the early 70s, Pat and her
former husband, the Late Kent
Morgan, their children, and a
few close friends, recorded
their first record; the two
selections on the record were
“Elijah Rock” and “The Life I
live.”
Pat’s sons, Elder O’Coye
Morgan and Virgil Morgan
have been and still are her
musical background; O’Coye

plays the sax and Virgil plays
the guitar. Her daughters,
Angelita and Ayesha serve as
Pat’s inspirational support.
The live concert will be
Saturday, July 11, at 7 p.m. at
Old Landmark Church of God
In Christ, 4201 6th St. S, is one
that will surely bless you, as
Pat’s anointed voice rings out
with praise and thanksgiving.
This is an open door
service, and the entire
community is welcome.

RACE

tion to be “a very serious
problem.’’
Regarding the economy, 51
percent of African-Americans
and 69 percent of whites felt
financially secure enough to
provide sufficiently for their
children. Yet, 86 percent of
African-Americans and 59
percent of whites expect their
children will be better off than
themselves.
“Notably, we are looking
forward to addressing these
racial disparities via our latest
co-production with CNN …
which will offer a productive
dialogue among the country’s
top thought-leaders,’’ BurtMurray said in a statement.
Actor and radio talk show
host Holly Robinson Peete, TV
personality Judge Penny Brown
Reynolds, actor and AIDS

activist Sheryl Lee Ralph,
principal of Capital Preparatory
Magnet School Steve Perry, and
Founder and executive director
of the Black AIDS Institute Phill
Wilson will also weigh in on the
discussion.
Of the data, Burt Murray
said, “The insights provided by
this latest poll around issues of
importance to the AfricanAmerican community help to
inform our editorial and programming decisions.’’
Produced as part of the
CNN “Black in America 2’’
initiative, the two-hour
CNN/Essence co-production
will premiere on Aug. 1 at 8 p.m.
and 11 p.m. Eastern time. The
special will repeat Aug. 2 at 8
p.m. and 11 p.m.

continued from front page

dent Soledad O’Brien, and
featuring CNN Contributor
Roland Martin, the program
seeks to include insights and
experiences Essence Editor-inChief Angela Burt-Murray,
NAACP President and CEO
Ben Jealous, actor/radio talk
show host/author Steve Harvey
and humanitarian and founder of
the Angel Rock Project Malaak
Compton-Rock.
The poll found that 96
percent of African-Americans,
compared to 58 percent of
whites, showed extraordinary
confidence in the president’s
handling of his job. And 55
percent of African-Americans,
compared to 17 percent of
whites, found racial discrimina-

Robert Henry Lawrence, Jr.
(October 2, 1935 - December 8,
1967) was a United States Air
Force officer and the first
African-American astronaut. At
the age of 16, he graduated in
the top 10 percent from
Englewood High School in
Chicago. At the age of 20, he
graduated from Bradley University
with a Bachelor's Degree in
Chemistry. At Bradley, he distinguished himself as Cadet
Commander in the Air Force
ROTC and received the commission of Second Lieutenant in
the Air Force Reserve Program.
At the age of 21 he was designated as a United States Air
Force (USAF) pilot after completing flight training at Malden
Air Force Base.
At 22, he married Barbara
Cress, daughter of Dr. and Mrs.
Henry Cress of Chicago. By the
t i me h e w a s 2 5 , h e h a d
completed an Air Force assignment as an instructor pilot in the
T-33 training aircraft for the
German Air Force.

In 1965, Lawrence earned a
Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry
from Ohio State University. His
dissertation related to that part
of chemistry which involved the
conversion of tritium rays to
methane gas.
He was a senior USAF pilot,
accumulating well over 2,500
flight hours 2,000 of which were
in jets. Lawrence flew many
tests in the Lockheed F-104
Starfighter to investigate the
gl i d i n g f l i g h t o f v a r i o u s
unpowered spacecraft returning
to Earth from orbit, such as the
North American X-15 rocketplane. His research was instrumental in proving the steepdescent gliding concept that
would later be employed with
the Space Shuttle.
In June 1967, Lawrence successfully completed the Air
Force Flight Test Pilot Training
Sc h o o l a t E d w a r d s A F B ,
California. That same month he
was selected by the USAF as an
astronaut in the Air Force's
Manned Orbiting Laboratory
Program, thus becoming the first
African-American astronaut.
The MOL project would eventually lead to today's International
Space Station.
Lawrence was killed
December 8, 1967, in the crash
of an F-104 Starfighter at
Edwards Air Force Base,

California. He was flying
backseat on the mission as the
instructor pilot for a flight test
trainee learning the steepdescent glide technique. The
pilot flying made such an
approach but flared too late. The
airplane struck the ground hard,
the main gear failed, and the
airplane caught fire. The front
seat pilot of the aircraft successfully ejected upon ground
impact and survived the
accident, but with major
injuries. By the time Lawrence
ejected, the airplane had rolled
onto one side and tragically, his
ejection seat, with Lawrence
still in it, described a low angle
path and struck the ground,
killing him instantly.
During his brief career,
Lawrence earned the Air Force
Co m m e n d a t i o n M e d a l , t h e
Outstanding Unit Award, and
was posthumously awarded the
Purple Heart medal.
After many years of relative
obscurity, his achievements,
dedication, and sacrifices for the
nation were finally recognized
December 8, 1997, when his
name was inscribed on the
Space Mirror Memorial at the
Kennedy Space Center in
Florida.
Lawrence was a member of
the Omega Psi Phi fraternity.

Bill Richmond

Bill Richmond (1763
December 28, 1829) was an
African-American boxer, born a
slave in Cuckold's Town (now
Richmondtown), Staten Island,
New York. His nickname was
“The Black Terror.”
Richmond was the servant
of Lord Percy, the Duke of
Northumberland, during the
American Revolutionary War,
who took him to England in

1777. On September 26, 1776,
Richmond was the hangman
who executed Nathan Hale.
Later, Richmond was sent to
school in Yorkshire and apprenticed to a cabinet maker in York.
However, he made his career as
a boxer, narrowly losing to later
British and world champion
Tom Cribb. After his retirement
from boxing, he bought the
Horse and Dolphin pub in
Leicester Square and set up a
boxing academy.
Richmond received no
boxing tutoring and was entirely
self-taught. By today's standards,
Richmond would have been a
welterweight {between 140
pounds (63.5 kg) and 147
pounds (66.7 kg)} and yet he

often fought men who weighed
4 or 5 stone heavier then himself.
Richmond had excellent footwork
and quick hands which meant he
was often able to avoid the big
punches and outwork bigger
fighters. This was demonstrated
in his fight with Tom Cribb, who
was unable to land a punch in
the early rounds. Though Cribb's
superior weight and power eventually caught up with Richmond
who lost in the 60th round.
He was also a friend and
c o a c h o f To m M o l i n e a u x ,
another freed slave who took up
boxing in England and fought
Cribb twice for the title of world
champion.
He died at his home in
London in 1829.

52 18 36 THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB
PICK OF THE WEEK!

461
723
190

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
2-6 1-5
3-4 8-1
6-8 7-2

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES FOR OVER
3 DECADES AND STILL GOING STRONG!
6 a.m. - 10 a.m. The Diane Hughes Morning Show with
Co-host Lady Norma and Sister Ora
2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Mid-Day Cafe / Maurice Sebastian

6 p.m. - 10 p.m. Brian Jay gives you your last drive and intimate sessions

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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McNair Brought Big-Time Football
To Alcorn State

Steve McNair

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

(AP) - Steve McNair came off
the bench in the first game of his
freshman season and rallied
Alcorn State to a victory against
Grambling State.
So began one of the great
careers in the history of college
football.
McNair, who was shot and
killed Saturday in Nashville,
brought big-time football to
Lorman, Miss. He attended Alcorn

State, about a 21/2-hour drive
from his hometown of Mount
Olive, because he wanted to play
quarterback instead of defensive
back. That's where the marquee
programs wanted him to play.
Alcorn State coach Cardell
Jones was happy to bring a talent
such as McNair into the
Southwestern Athletic Conference.
The plan was to ease McNair in to
college football.
McNair had other plans.
“I was going to try to work
him in slowly in preseason
practice,” the now-retired Jones
said in telephone interview with
the AP fro m h i s h o m e i n
Raymond, Miss., Saturday night.
“I finally put him in a scrimmage
and he was fantastic. He went 9
for 9 (passing) and drove the team
to a touchdown.”
Jones didn't start McNair in
the first game of the season
against Grambling State in 1991.
But with the Braves down,
McNair got his chance and the
youngster delivered like a veteran,

throwing three touchdown passes
in a 27-22 victory.
“He was mature at a very
young age,” Jones said. “I put
Steve into the football game, he
was very poised and took the team
down to score the winning
touchdown.”
McNair took over the starting
job and didn't relinquish it until he
was done rewriting the NCAA
record book, making a run at the
Heisman Trophy, and turning an
historically black school in rural
Mississippi into a college football
hotbed.
Fans, black and white, made
their way to watch “Air McNair”
run with power and speed and fire
footballs all over the field. NFL
scouts came in droves. The television cameras followed.
“That was great and he really
took our program to another
level,” Jones recalled. “I think we
were on TV seven times.”
Des p i t e al l t h e at t en t i o n ,
including a cover story in Sports
Illustrated, McNair stayed

humble, Jones said.
“He did a great job. He didn't
let that change him one iota. He
kept his feet on the ground,” Jones
said. “He was truly a team player
and, because of that, all of the
players really loved him. They
knew he would sacrifice and do
the type of things thing to make
the team successful.”
In 1994, McNair had 5,799
total yards in 11 games, still a
Division I-AA (now known as
Football Championship
Subdivision) record. He finished
third in the Heisman Trophy
balloting behind Colorado running
back Rashaan Salaam and Penn
State running back Ki-Jana Carter.
He ended his career with
16,823 total yards, another record
that still stands. He threw 119
touchdown passes.
“Coaching Steve was definitely the highlight of my coaching
career,” said the 65-year-old
Jones. “He's the type ballplayer
who comes along once in
lifetime.”

Titans Opening LP Field To McNair Fans
NASHVILLE (AP) - Fans
wanting to pay their respects to
former NFL quarterback Steve
McNair can do so at the stadium
where he created so many
memories.
The Tennessee Titans are

opening LP Field Thursday from 9
a.m. to 7 p.m. Fans can leave
personal messages in a book that
will be given to the McNair
family, video boards will show the
late quarterback's highlights and a
photo mural of his career with the

Titans also will be on display.
The ticket office will accept
donations to the Steve McNair
Foundation.
A m em o ri al s erv i ce fo r
McNair, who was found shot to
death last weekend, is being held

Thursday night in Nashville.
There will be a funeral service
Saturday at the University of
Southern Mississippi in
Hattiesburg and then a private
burial in his hometown of Mt.
Olive.

Dempster On DL After Fall Breaks Toe

CHICAGO (AP) - Just when
the Chicago Cubs figured they
were getting healthy, a freak
accident landed right-hander Ryan
Dempster on the disabled list with
a fracture of his big right toe. He
could be out for up to a month.
Dempster was hopping over
the dugout railing to go on the
field and celebrate Sunday's
v i c t o ry over the Milwauke e
Brewers when he caught his back
leg on the railing and landed hard,
injuring his toe. An X-ray taken
Tuesday revealed the nondisplaced fracture.
“It's not pretty. It's pretty ugly
Ryan Dempster

right now,” Dempster said.
Dempster had been scheduled
to pitch Tuesday night against
Atlanta and said he hoped he
would only miss three starts,
including one after the All-Star
break.
But manager Lou Piniella said
that was an optimistic view and
that after talking with trainer Mark
O'Neal, Dempster could miss up
to three weeks and maybe a
month.
“I was coming out of the
dugout, stepping over the top of
the railing there, sitting up on the
ledge, and caught my left foot on
the rail as I was coming over and it
spun me around and slammed me
into the ground,” Dempster said.
“When I did it, I thought I just
ripped my nail back on my foot.
My foot I guess just the way it hit
came down straight into the
ground.”
Dempster had planned to
numb up his toe and make the start

Tuesday, but decided to get an Xray to make sure everything was
OK.
“You never want to do
anything like this,” said Dempster,
a 17-game winner last season.
“It's a weird thing. Three days
before that I took a ball off the
shin and kick-saved one to myself.
And I took a ball off my face in
batting practice, off the cage, and I
was just fine. And then something
as simple as that happens and I put
myself on the DL.”
The Cubs recalled righthander Kevin Hart from Triple-A
Iowa, one day after he'd been
optioned back to the minors, and
plan to put him in the rotation.
He'll start Wednesday against the
Braves.
Carlos Zambrano, on three
days rest, made the start Tuesday
night in Dempster's place.
“We were healthy for a day,”
Piniella said. On Monday, the
Cubs had activated Aramis

Ramirez, Reed Johnson and Angel
Guzman off the disabled list. And
now they've put one of their most
reliable pitchers right back on.
“Dempster is sick about this
and so am I,” Pinella said. “It's
something you never expect to
happen. Just a freak thing.”
Dempster is 5-5 with a 4.09
ERA in 17 starts for the Cubs this
season. He made the switch back
to starter last season after being
the Cubs' closer for three years.
He went 17-6 with a 2.96 ERA in
33 starts and was picked for the
All-Star team in 2008.
Now he's got to get treatment
and stay in shape. He'll have
another X-ray right after the AllStar break.
“I was just going out to
celebrate the win,” he said. “It's
unfortunate, but at the same time,
it's a small little injury. Hopefully
the time will be minimal and I'll be
back and ready to go.”

ACC Moves Tourney Over
Confederate Flag Dispute

GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) Unresolved disputes concerning
the Confederate flag have led the
Atlantic Coast Conference to
move three future baseball tournaments out of South Carolina.
League officials said Monday
that the ACC instead will hold its
championship in Durham, N.C., in
2011 and '13 and in Greensboro in
2012.
The ACC previously awarded
the tournament to Myrtle Beach,
S.C., from 2011-13, but that
decision drew criticism from the
NAACP, which has boycotted
South Carolina for nearly a decade
for flying and then displaying the
Confederate flag on state capitol
grounds.

Four years ago, ACC presidents agreed that the league would
consider awarding championships
to South Carolina venues on a
case-by-case basis if the host
groups' proposals included plans
to work with the NAACP, conference officials said.
“Our baseball committee and
institutional ad m i n i s t rat o rs
awarded the championships to
Myrtle Beach with the understanding that the event had the
blessings of all parties within the
state of South Carolina. It has
become clear this was not the
case,” commissioner John
Swofford said.
“It's unfortunate that this miscommunication occurred and

since the original announcement,
we have had productive conversations with members of the
NAACP,” he added. “In the end,
given the conference's commitment to diversity, equality and
human rights, our institutions
have determined that this change
should be made.”
The NAACP has boycotted
South Carolina since 2000, when
the Confederate flag flew over the
Statehouse, and sanctions led to a
legislative compromise where the
banner was taken down and
placed at a Confederate soldier's
monument in front of the Capitol
building. Opponents said the new
location made the flag even more
visible and demanded it be

removed to a museum. The
boycott has continued since.
Opponents of the flag say it's a
symbol of racism and hatred. Flag
supporters say it honors heritage.
The NCAA has had a moratorium on awarding predetermined
championships to South Carolina
since 2001. Leagues are not bound
by the NCAA's guidelines
regarding the Confederate flag,
though the ACC and Southeastern
Conference have largely adhered
to similar stances.
The 2010 tournament will be
played in Greensboro. It originally
was scheduled for Fenway Park in
Boston, but the ACC brought the
event closer to the center of the
league to lower travel costs.
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

Electronic Plan Review For
Restaurant License Applicants

Complaints Against
New York City Police Rising

TALLAHASSEE - Part of
providing excellent customer
service requires keeping pace
with technological advances.
Thanks to the Department of
Business and Professional
Regulation’s Division of Hotels
and Restaurants, restaurant
license applicants can now electronically submit their plans for
immediate feedback and approval.
Mc D onald’s w as the first
company to participate in the
pilot program in February for
electronic review and approval
of more than 500 McCafé store
additions. In addition to
McDonald’s, Beef O’Brady’s,
Morning Star Café, Roxy
Cinema Grill 10, Whales Tail,
and the American Graffiti
Restaurant have all used this
expedited service.
“This electronic plan review
process is a perfect example of
how changes at DBPR can
support Florida’s businesses and
professionals. We recognize that
the sooner we move applicants
through the licensure process,

the sooner professionals can
begin working and contributing
to the economy,” said Secretary
Charles W. Drago.
All restaurants that are
under new construction or being
remodeled must submit a plan of
the facility before receiving a
license. This enhancement
reduces the time it takes to
review plans by at least six days.
“The division of Hotels and
Restaurants has demonstrated
that they are committed to
business community by establishing the electronic permit
process. McDonald’s has successfully used this system for
the McCafé remodels throughout the state. The timely
reviews enabled our stores to
roll out our new products in a
timely manner. We appreciate
their ongoing commitment to
customer service,” stated Mike
Motta, Regional Construction
Manager for the McDonald’s
Corporation.
Interested professionals can
visit MyFloridaLicense.com,

navigate to the Division of
Hotels and Restaurants Web
page, and click on the “Food
Service Plan Review Forms”
under “Quick Links” on the
right-hand menu. Restaurant
plan review applicants who are
interested in the service can
submit an e-mail request to
begin the process.
This enhancement follows
the reorganization of the plan
review process to Tallahassee
earlier this year. Previously,
seven district offices throughout
the state handled plan reviews.
The
reorganization
alone
reduced processing time by four
days.
The Department’s mission is
to license efficiently and
regulate fairly. The Department
licenses more than one million
businesses and professionals
ranging from real estate agents,
veterinarians, and accountants to
contractors and cosmetologists.
For more information, please
visit MyFloridaLicense.com.

Florida Residents Discover
Benefits Of National
Disaster-Assistance Web Site

TALLAHASSEE – In the
aftermath of the two most recent
presidentially-declared disasters
in Florida, the state’s residents
have been discovering the
benefits of using the Web site
www.disasterassistance.gov to
apply for disaster aid.
Launched December 31,
2008, the Web site has filed
approximately 30 percent of
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) disaster assistance applications completed
nationwide since - or 9,737 of
32,946. Since its debut and as of
June 1, there have been 217,803
visits to the site.
Northern and eastern Florida
residents who’ve suffered damages
or losses from the recent severe
storms and flooding have been
utilizing the Web site about as
much as the national average of
30 percent.
“After a disaster like the
severe storms that hit Florida

during the last several months,
people need straight-forward,
relevant, and timely information,” said State Coordinating
Officer Doug Wright. “Having a
one-stop shop like this helps
empower individuals and keep
them actively engaged in the
process of applying for disaster
aid.”
When a disaster survivor
visits www.disasterassistance.gov,
they have an opportunity to go
through an anonymous prescreening to find out what forms
of disaster assistance could benefit
them. They can also find answers
to questions about many types of
disaster-assistance programs
offered by 17 federal agencies
sponsoring more than 60 forms of
disaster assistance. In addition,
once registered with FEMA,
homeowners, renters and business
owners can use their FEMA registration number to apply through a
link on the site for a low-interest

disaster loan from the U.S. Small
Business Administration.
Another option on the site is
to register directly for disaster
assistance. Easy navigation puts
vital information at the fingertips
of visitors who may also check
the status of an existing application and update certain personal
data (such as changes of address)
while feeling confident that the
site protects the security of their
personal information.
Working with a growing
number of federal, state and local
governments, agencies and private
organizations, the site is expected
to continue expanding and offering
more services through 2014
when it is expected to be fully
functional as a national one-stop
disaster assistance portal. This
will make using it even more productive and efficient in the
aftermath of disasters of all types
and sizes.

Ways To Improve Your Child’s
Math And Reading Skills

(StatePoint) Improving your
children’s literacy skills needn’t
be a dry experience better left to
their teachers at school. Parents
and kids actually can have fun
together while stimulating
children’s minds.
“Parents need to get creative
and plan fun activities that help
children improve their reading,
math and learning skills,” says
Sharon Darling, president and
founder of the National Center
for Family Literacy (NCFL).
“You don’t have to spend a lot of
money or go on big trips, you
simply need some imagination.”
Here are some great ideas
from the NCFL for inexpensive
and fun activities that can get
kids thinking and learning:
• Combine reading with a
fun excursion: Visit a museum
and bring home a book about
animals, science or art that you
can then read together.
• Make it a counting day:
Count your child’s stuffed
animals together. Count clothing
items as you dress him or her. Go

to the store together and have
your child count the money to
pay. Count cars on the road on
the way there.
• Bring science home: In
advance of the day, take out a
science experiment book from
the library and then perform
simple experiments at home
together. For example, start
growing a vegetable or plant
from a seed and then chart the
growth and draw pictures.
• Act out stories: Use reading
techniques that increase effectiveness, such as changing your
voice for different characters and
adding verbal sound effects. Talk
about the story to reinforce comprehension, and read it again
because repetition helps children
learn words.
“My older kids and I would
act out the stories, playing parts,
throwing on costumes from
whatever we had in the closet,”
says Jan Goldstein, the bestselling author of “The Bride Will
Keep Her Name” and recipient
of the President’s Award for his

volunteer work with inner city
youth.
“I like to take on characters,
accents, make them laugh or
make it even spookier. British
and Irish accents are my forte.
And I do a mean cow,” he adds.
When choosing books for
your children, make sure to tie
them to your child’s interests and
that help them develop critical
life skills.
“I choose books for my
eight-year-old that have distinctive voices that allow my
daughter to find characters
facing choices that come up in
her life: How to choose a good
friend. How to view prejudice.
How to laugh at oneself,” says
Goldstein.
Above all, children need
good role models when it comes
to literacy. “Kids need to see
their parents reading for pleasure
and exercising their brains in
different ways,” stresses Darling.
For more ideas for smart
family fun, visit www.famlit.org.

BY SAEED SHABAZZ
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE FINAL CALL

NEW YORK (NNPA) - The
New York Civilian Liberties
Union says civilian complaints
against police officers have
risen in the first half of 2009—
up an alarming 11 percent over
the same period last year. The
number of officers under review
for garnering too many complaints is up 50 percent over the
last two years, according to the
NYCLU.
Complaints cited in the
report ranged from allegations
of abuse to questions about
officer conduct.
The NYCLU said complaints have spiked because “the
NYPD isn’t disciplining officers
found to have abused civilians,
and does not seem to be doing
anything to help stop the mushrooming number of officers
being monitored.”
The report said approximately 315 officers out of
35,000 were now enrolled in the
NYPD monitoring program, up
from 210 for 2007. The
NYCLU also shared a Civilian
Complaint Review Board allegation that of 17 substantiated
complaints against officers
submitted in April, the NYPD
dismissed 12 without taking disciplinary action.
A spokesperson for the
NYPD legal advocacy office has
reportedly said the dismissed cases
were not prosecuted because

they lacked legal merit.
There is “a big concern that
the police department is simply
rejecting recommendations by
the CCRB for disciplining
officers,” said the NYCLU.
Amnesty International, in a
position paper entitled a “Racial
Profiling Background,” said
“law enforcement agencies should
hold accountable officers who
deny equal protection under the
law to individuals by engaging
in racial profiling.” The New
York City Council revealed
during a January hearing that at
a time when there are more
complaints than ever, NYPD
prosecuted a smaller number of
complaints deemed serious by
the CCRB than five years ago.
None of the revelations
surprise Ron Hampton, of the
Washington-based
National
Black Police Association. “Of
course it’ not surprising given
New York City’s history of
aggressive policing,” said Hampton,
during a telephone interview
with The Final Call. “And historically when the truth comes
to light about the civilian complaints concerning the NYPD,
they back off, but then it starts
all over again. Take for instance
after 9-11, it took the NYPD all
of 30 days to get back to brutalizing blacks.”
The NYCLU found that in
the first three months of 2009,
52 percent of all people stopped
by police for questioning were
black, compared to whites who
constituted nine percent of the

stops.
Hampton insists the stops
and police brutality go hand-inhand and are part of a national
problem.
“We just received a report
that police brutality and racial
profiling are alive and well in
the state of West Virginia and in
the state of Nebraska. The
University of Nebraska in
Omaha states in a report sent to
our organization that their
studies of police stops show a
clear example of racial profiling,” he
said.
The Obama administration
needs to create a national commission and task force and
support anti-brutality legislation, because “to end police
misconduct you must have the
fo r c e o f l a w, ” h e s a i d .
Hampton urged Congress to
pass the Racial Profiling Act of
2007. Doudou Diene, the UN
special rapporteur for human
rights and racism, who traveled
across the U.S. from May to
June 2008, also called for
passage of the Racial Profiling
Act in a report presented to the
47-nation UN Human Rights
Council June 16. The House
version (HR-3847) is sponsored
by Michigan Democrat John
Conyers, chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee. A companion
bill in the Senate (S2481) is
sponsored by Russ Feingold (DWis.). The bills define racial
profiling and ban it at all levels
of law enforcement—federal,
state and local.

Former Ravens
QB Steve McNair Murdered
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM THE
AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS

WASHINGTON (NNPA) Former Baltimore Ravens quarterback Steve McNair was found
murdered in a Nashville residence
July 4, police said. According to
NewsChannel5.com, Nashville
police say McNair suffered
multiple fatal gunshot wounds,
including one to the head in
downtown Nashville. A woman
was also found shot to death at the
residence.
The incident occurred at a
condominium that McNair coowned near 2nd S. & Lea Ave.
around 1:46 p.m. Police say
McNair was found dead on the
couch in the living room, and the
woman was close to him on the
floor. A pistol was on the ground
near her, but was not readily
apparent when police first arrived.
Nashville police spokesman
Don Aaron identified the woman
as Sahel Kazemi, whom he
described as a “friend of
McNair’s.” She suffered a single
gunshot wound to the head.
McNair’s oldest brother, Fred,
told the media that family
members would travel to Nashville
Monday to consult with Steve
McNair’s wife, Mechelle.
“It’s still kind of hard to
believe,” Fred McNair said. “He
was the greatest person in the
world. He gave back to the
community. He loved kids and he
wanted to be a role model to
kids.’’
Steve also told the media he
did not know who Kazemi was.
According to ESPN, the bodies
were discovered early Saturday
afternoon by McNair’s longtime

friend Wayne Neeley, who coowns the condo.
Neeley then called another
friend of McNair’s, Robert
Gaddy, who called the police.
“It was like something you might
imagine seeing on TV or in the
movies, but never imagine you
would see it first-hand, to have
that happen to someone you
love,” Gaddy told the Tennessean
Newspaper of Nashville. “I am
still shook up.” According to
police, a witness spotted McNair
arriving at the condo near 2 a.m.
Saturday morning and that
Kazemi’s vehicle was already
there.
The condo is in the upscale
Rutledge Hill neighborhood, and
is walking distance from an area
filled with several restaurants and
nightclubs.
The Associated Press reported
that Nashville police arrested
Kazemi last Friday on a DUI
charge while driving a 2007
Cadillac Escalade truck registered
to her and McNair.
The arrest report says Kazemi
had bloodshot eyes and the smell
of alcohol on her breath, but
refused to take a breathalyzer test,
claiming “she was not drunk, she
was high.”
McNair, who was riding in
the passenger seat, didn’t break
the law and was allowed to leave
by taxi.
Kazemi’s ex-boyfriend, Keith
Norfleet, told the Tennessean that
McNair and Kazemi met at a
Dave & Busters restaurant where
she worked.
McNair had just opened his
own restaurant near Tennessee
State University in June; it was
closed Saturday, but several fans

left flowers, candles and notes
outside the door in honor of
McNair.
The McNair family released a
statement to the media via
McNair’s agent Bus Cook:
“The families of Steve McNair in
Mississippi and Tennessee appreciate the concern, thoughts and
prayers during this difficult time
of our loss of a husband, father
and son. The family requests
everyone would allow them time
to mourn. The McNair Family
appreciates and continues to
request your prayers at this time.”
Funeral arrangements have not
been made.
McNair, 36, spent 11 of 13
years in the NFL with the Houston
Oilers/Tennessee Titans, and led
the Titans to their only Super
Bowl appearance following the
1999 season. He was named the
NFL’s co-MVP in 2003 and
played his last two seasons in
Baltimore, leading the Ravens to a
13-3 record in 2006. He was one
of three players in the history of
the NFL to both pass for more
than 30,000 yards and rush for
3,500 yards.
Ravens Executive Vice
President and General Manager
Ozzie Newsome told the media he
immediately thought of McNair’s
four sons.
“This is so, so sad. We immediately think of his family, his
boys. They are all in our thoughts
and prayers,” he said “What we
admired most about Steve when
we played against him was his
competitive spirit, and we were
lucky enough to have that with us
for two years. He is one of the best
players in the NFL over the last 20
years.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Call 727-896-2922

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

SHOULD BE HERE!

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

YOUR CHURCH

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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APPRECIATIVE & INFORMATIVE

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Pastor’s Luncheon

Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

sponsored by
The Weekly Challenger

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

All Pastors, Ministers,
or Five Fold Ministry Gift,
and all Faithbase Leaders

WHAT:

An Apprecative Luncheon

WHERE: Piccadilly Restaurant
1900 34th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

Please R.S.V.P. By Calling 813-770-3779

“God’s House In The City”

Reservation Deadline July 29, 2009

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Friendship

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

WHO:

WHEN: 11:00 a.m., Tuesday, Aug. 4, 2009

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

THE ROCK

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

REVEREND DAVID L.
AND DOROTHY
CONNELLY

“THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU IN THE AME CHURCH”

Sunday

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

912 3RD AVENUE NORTH- ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
BETHEL1894@KNOLOGY.NET

BREAKFAST MINISTRY……………..SUNDAY 8:00 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL ………………………….9:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP………………………10:30 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY……………………TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
YOUTH CHURCH …………… MON & WED 5:30 P.M.

OF

SERVICES

THE CROSSING POINT

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

International Foursquare Church
along with Rev. Sarah H. Edwards, Sr. Pastor and her husband, Minister Edgar Edwards

Welcomes You
to study the Word of God, so that you may be approved by God as one of His Workers

Faith - Family - and Unity in the Community
via Christ Jesus is celebrated
2311 16th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Sundays 10:45 a.m...............................................................Morning Worship
Sunday 6:30 p.m. .....“Who Then Do Men Say You Are” Women’s Bible Study
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m....................................................Midweek Bible Study
“Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever” -Hebrews 13:8

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

UNITY CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
“Let All Things Be Done
With Charity”
Reverend
Nathaniel H. Drayton

Sunday Morning Worship ........................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .....................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ...........................6:30 p.m.
Services held at House of Praise and Blessing
3100 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33709
(727) 916-0311

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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